
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 July, 2013

Between 7.30pm and 9.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Gary Satchwell      Sarah Robson
Steven Farrell

 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk
David Coulter

Laura Sole (NNPA), Alison Thornton-Sykes (JDDK Architect)
Rita Colby, Keith Maddison, David Coles,. Ron Holden, Alison Snaith

1. Sill Project presentation by NNPA
Laura Sole (NNPA) and Project Architect, Alison Thornton-Sykes provided details of the Sill project. The plan 
is to replace existing building and YHA built in the 1960’s with a modern facility. The objective is not only to 
provide excellent facilities, including educational suites but also a ‘gateway’ for people to learn about and visit 
other areas of NNPA. Laura provided details of the proposed timescales and funding for the project. The vast 
majority of the funding is set to come via Heritage Lottery Funding. 

Alison spoke of the design of the Sill, the choices considered and the benefits of chosen design.

Questions were invited. Concern was raised by some that so much resource was being committed to one area 
that was at the extreme south of the park. Whilst it was understood that this area had the greater number of 
visitors it was asked how are they going to be encouraging people to visit other parts of the park. Laura advised 
that the Sill would be including places of interest in other parts of the park and that Duncan Wise who was 
working on this aspect of the project would be able to provide more detail.

The Chair thanked Laura and Alison for their time.

2. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from C. Austin 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

4. Matters arising
a) item 3b: Pedestrian and traffic crossing in Otterburn:  The Chair referred to the most recent email from Stefan Bell 
(NCC) regarding the traffic calming. The Chair advised that due to a number of constraints a crossing opposite 
the Memorial Hall would not be possible. The original proposal for traffic calming from NCC was considered by 
Cllrs as inappropriate and it was suggested provided evidence that NCC clearly did not appreciate the problems 
Otterburn is experiencing. With local knowledge the Cllrs had provided alternative traffic calming choices 
however each of these have been dismissed by Mr Bell as it appears they do not meet policy guidelines.

It was agreed another face-to-face meeting was required with NCC in an attempt to agree a way forward. It was 
questioned what policy Mr Bell was referring to  as well as determining whether he believed the A696 was still a 
trunk road. It was agreed to ask Cllr John Riddle if he could intervene and help the situation. 

b) item 3a: EDF Compensation payment: It was confirmed that the £5,000 for the RTC had been received to the 
Parish Council account. Cllr Farrell having provided an estimated via Michael Murray at the previous meeting 
has been in contact with Michael and it is planned that repairs will be made so the Centre will have hot water for 
the Festival on 20 July. Further quotes would be obtained regarding the other work that the funds would be used 
for. 

c) item 3d: RTC Sports Centre funding / future Trustees: It was reported that the old charity had not yet been closed 
down hence the new one could not begin.  It was agreed to add an article in the next Community newsletter 
seeking volunteers for new trustees.

d) item 6g: NCC Mobile Youth Service Provision: It was agreed that this was an opportunity for the RTC and the 
Clerk was asked to write to Michael Connelly thanking him for the potential funding and copying the RTC.
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e) item 6h: Maintenance jobs in the Parish: Whilst much work had been undertaken in the Millennium Green there 
were still a number of tasks needed around the village including the maintenance of the public seating. It was 
agreed to advertise and seek a number of quotes for this work. Meantime Cllr Farrell advised that preparations 
had been made to have a Christmas tree in the Millennium Green this year. A hole had been prepared and made 
safe, a tree would be provided by Otterburn Camp and Mrs Snaith had agreed to provide electricity for the lights 
on the tree.

5. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for June, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of Clerk’s PAYE: This was agreed.  

c) Payment of invoice from C. Mowatt: The payment for £80.00 was agreed.

d) Payment of grit bins: The Clerk advised he had received an invoice for £200 towards the annual maintenance 
cost. It was agreed that there had been no mention of an annual charge when the grit bins had been originally 
requested and given nature of use for them in areas that the County Council would not salt pavements / roads it 
was agreed the Clerk would contact NCC suggesting there should be no annual charge.

e) Purchase of ride-on lawn mower: The Chair advised that in 50:50 partnership with St John’s Church it had been 
agreed to purchase a ride-on mower for use on the church yard as well as the Millennium Green and Play Area. 
The total cost would be £1,582 + VAT. It was planned to have a team of volunteers to use the mower but in the 
meantime Robert White would cut the grass as well as store the mower. A long term storage place would need to 
be identified for the mower.

6. Planning
There were no planning applications received this month

7. New Business
a) Children’s Play Area – ideas for development: The Clerk reported the ideas that had been identified by Ellie Jones 
for the Play Area. Given the research undertaken and the desire by children from the local schools it was agreed 
to go ahead with the outside gym equipment. The Clerk also advised that he was making enquiries into the 
funding from the NCC Section 106 scheme that could potentially add a further £4,858 to the overall funding.    

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
(i) Parishioner Mr Holden asked if he could raise the matter of an aggressive, loud barking dog next door to him. 
He advised that this often woke him before 6.00am and barked for much of the day ruining the quality of his 
life.  The Chair also commented that when he passed the property the dog ‘launched’ itself against the fence and 
barked. Cllr Robson also advised that children were afraid to go past the property and were subsequently 
crossing the road. This was considered dangerous as buses were often moving on and off the land. The owner of 
the dog in question, Mrs Snaith advised she would look into possibly keeping the dog in later in the morning and 
what could be done regarding the other matters but declined to provide any further details.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 2 September, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
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